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1 	 Hawera Town Square 
	 [Cnr Union + High Sts] 
	 Entertainment 12pm – 5pm

2 	 KFC [Cnr Regent St + South Rd]  
	 Readings 3pm - 3.30pm 

3 	 Morrieson Family Attic 
	 [339 South Road] 
	 Open 11am – 3pm

4 	 Hawera Cinema 2 [110 Princes St]  
	 The Scarecrow screenings 			 
	 12.40pm and 7.05pm

5 	 Morrieson’s Cafe Bar [58 Victoria St]

6 	 Hawera Water Tower [High St]

7 	 St Joseph’s Parish Hall  
	 [Little Regent St]  
	 Award ceremony 7.30pm

8 	 King Edward Park

9 	 Original Town Centre 
	 [Cnr Princes and High Sts]

Award  
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7.30pm
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A Ronald Hugh Morrieson Festival
Sunday 26 October

A One Day Sculpture project by Liz Allan

Morrieson Family Attic Hawera Town Square KFC Hawera Cinema 2 St Joseph’s Parish Hall

11am 11am – 3pm  
Attic open to visit12pm Noon Country Music Hall 

of Fame 12.40 Morrieson 
readings 12.50 Hawera 
Brass Band

12.40pm – 2.10pm  
Screening of The 
Scarecrow (PG)

1pm 1pm Scarecrow dress-up 
competition 1.15 Hawera 
Brass Band 1.30 The 
Saints Ano

2pm 2.15 Julie Avery 2.25 
Michael O’Dempey & 
Celine Filbee 2.50pm 
Morgana

3pm 3.50 Cece Va’afusuaga 3pm – 3.30pm  
Book Readings at KFC

4pm 4pm THE CHOSEN FEW

5pm

6pm

7pm 7.05pm – 8.35pm 
Screening of The 
Scarecrow (PG)

7.30pm – 9.30pm  
Award ceremony8pm

9pm

FESTIVAL

PROGRAMME

OF
EVENTS

A renowned author and musician, Ronald Hugh Morrieson  
(1922 – 1972) lived his entire life in Hawera. He was attributed 
with forging the genre of Taranaki Gothic through his books The 
Scarecrow, Came a Hot Friday, Predicament and Pallet on the Floor, 
all of which except Predicament were made into films in the 1980s. 
Morrieson’s novels echo the people, livelihood and milieu of South 
Taranaki and although he died in 1972, he remains a contentious 
figure in the region. Symptomatic of this uneasy relationship, in 
1992 the author’s family home was demolished to make way for a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise.

Liz Allan, Govett-Brewster New Zealand Artist in Residence 2008, 
initiated this day for Morrieson as part of One Day Sculpture, a 
New Zealand-wide series of temporary public artworks. By drawing 
together a range of community groups Allan hopes to provide a 
space for sharing the stories of South Taranaki people, mingling the 
real with the remembered and the fictional. Allan says, “from small 
town New Zealand to little city Wellington, Morrieson’s reputation 
stretched across the lands. The festival promises to be a celebration 
of his artistic legacy in all its myriad forms: one day for everyone.”

“One of the great strengths of his writing is the richness and variety 
of humanity he discovers...” – Peter Simpson

 6   Hawera Water Tower
Is this the fateful tower of Morrieson’s Predicament? As the central 
character Cedric says on the final page, ‘Y’know Gran, maybe 
everyone has a tower in their life that just becomes a dream.’ Take a 
trip ‘up and over’ to get a bird’s eye point of view of Hawera 

 7   St Joseph’s Parish Hall  Award ceremony 7.30pm
The 21st Birthday Celebrations of the Ronald Hugh Morrieson Literary 
Awards will include guest speakers Julia Millen (Author of Ronald 
Hugh Morrieson: A Biography) Aroha-Edward Awarau (three-time 
winner of the competition and Magazine Journalist of the Year), 
Nicola Kawana (Actress who hails from Hawera currently developing 
a movie on Ronald Hugh Morrieson) and 2008 competition judge 
James Norcliffe, accompanied by music from The Saints Ano, a 
popular band featuring members of Ron’s era.

 8   King Edward Park
Is this where Cedric, Mervyn and the Spook lay in wait to get 
themselves into mischief? With the rhododendron dell set to bloom, 
spectacular roses, a pirate ship and history dating back to 1875 it is 
well worth a Sunday stroll.

 9   Original Town Centre
With no central civic area, back in the day people dallied at the 
intersection of these two main streets boasting three hotels, to 
chat and exchange pleasantries or perhaps the occasional sharp 
comment. The White Hart Hotel still stands today; word on the street 
has it the karaoke is king.

See www.onedaysculpture.org.nz or  
www.govettbrewster.com for more details

Initiated by artist Liz Allan, curated by Melanie Oliver

 

 1   Hawera Town Square  Entertainment 12pm – 5pm
Ron Morrieson was a notable band leader in Hawera; for many years 
he livened up the local dances with groups like The Rhythm Masters. 
The finger snapping music and entertainment in the square celebrates 
the breadth of artistic activities across the region, alongside Morrieson 
memorabilia and a scarecrow dress-up competition!

 2   KFC  Readings 3pm – 3.30pm
To the dismay of some, and delight of many, in 1992 the Morrieson 
family homestead was replaced by a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise. 
A small plaque on the wall is the only nod to the site’s recent history. Just 
lately, a McDonalds has opened in town. What has it replaced? Come 
along to KFC to hear or share snippets from Morrieson’s books with fans 
lending their voices to Ronnie’s stories.

 3   Morrieson Family Attic  Open 11am – 3pm
Local builder Robert Surgenor rescued the attic when the Morrieson 
homestead was demolished. Resting in a sheltered spot on his farm 
behind a boxthorne hedge, it patiently awaits a more permanent home. 
Cruise out for a visit in a classic car or borrow a bike, perhaps even 
pack a picnic to share beside the happy sheep.

 4   Hawera Cinema 2  The Scarecrow screenings at 12.40 and
7.05pm, tickets $7.50
Chicken stealing, murder and a damn fine dame make this a rollicking 
good coming-of-age flick. Based on Ronald Hugh Morrieson’s highly 
acclaimed first novel, it is the beginnings of Taranaki Gothic.

 5   Morrieson’s Cafe Bar
Flaunting the Morrieson homestead’s staircase and fireplace, as well as 
tabletops made from its floorboards, Hawera’s own Morrieson-themed 
watering hole found a positive way to recycle this lost potential cultural 
and historic building. Why not pop in for a pint?

A Ronald Hugh Morrieson Festival

Special thanks to: Pam Jones, the Library Plus team, Lynne Walker, Kirsty Bourke, Hawera 

Cinema 2, Michaela Stoneman, South Taranaki District Council, Roger Malthus & Associates Ltd, 

Clive Cullen Architects, David and Jo Iggulden, Hamden Estate, Michael Radich, The Most FM, 

Shirley Rumney, Colleen Notman, Heather Engelen, Debbie Feather, Tim Chadwick, Hawera 

Floral Art Group, Country Music Hall of Fame, Robert & Marilyn Surgenor, Hawera Brass Band, 

Ronald Hugh Morrieson Historical Remembrance Institute, Bryan Whealer, Taranaki Youth Speech 

and Drama, Dale Copeland, Missie Moffat, Selwyn Metcalfe, Julia Millen, Gary Bastin, Hachette 

Livre New Zealand, Penguin Group NZ, Ross Dunlop, Wayne Marriott, John Lake, Michael 

O’Dempsey, Celine Filbee, Julie Avery, Cece Va’afusuaga, Andy Hummel, Chris Cameron, Patrick 

Laviolette, Morrieson’s Café Bar, Taranaki Arts Festival Trust, Peter Simpson, The Saints Ano, 

Jim Baird, Kalee Jackson, Rachael Murphy, Steve Rowe, Hue & Cry, Daphne Moran, Meredith 

Robertshawe, Terry Tamakehu, Mary Bourke, Craig Ashworth, Henare Ngaia, Ray Edwards, 

Harriet Savvy, Tina Barton, Mercedes Vicente, the Govett-Brewster team, the Litmus team, Claire 

Doherty, Geoff Kahn, Marion Allan, all volunteers and those who helped along the way.

Design by Kalee Jackson and Liz Allan


